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SUBJECT: VEWEZUELAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIBATES SPEAK BN HUMAN RIGHTS 


1, VENEZUELAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES OR THEIR REPRESENTATIVES 
ADDRESSEB HUMAN RIGHTS NGO’S DURING A CONFERENGE HELB JULY 14-16 IN 
CARACAS. TOPICS DISCUSSED FHCLUDED: JUDICTAL REFDRM, PRISDN 
REFORM. (MPUNITY, AND CHILDREN’S RIGHTS, THE CONFERENCE WAS 
SPONSORED BY; THE RATIONAL COMMISSION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS: AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL, THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPNEHT PROGRAM QWNOPI> AND 
THE BRITISH EMBASSY. CANDIDATES IRENE SAEZ» MIGUEL RODRICUEZ, AHO 
HUGB CRAVE? ATTENGEB. WEITHER RENRIQUE SALAS ROMER NOR LUIS ALFARO 
UCERO ATTENDED THE CONFERENCE, BUT {NSTEAG SEHT CAMPAIGN 
REPRESENEATIVES TO ABORESS THE CONFERENCE. THE FAILURE OF THESE 
CANDIDATES TO PARTICIPATE WAS DENBUNCES BY HUMAN RIGHTS HGO’S AND 
CRITIGIZED (¥ PRESS REPORTS AS REFLECTING A FAILURE TO MAKE HUMAN 
RIGHTS A PRIDRJFY FOR THEIR PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGNS. EWO SUMMARY. 
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2. (RENE SAEZ+ PRESIDENTIAL CAMDIDATE DF RENE. THE RADICAL 
CAUSE (LCR)+ AND THE CRRISTIAN-SOCIAL (CDPEI) PARTIES, FRAMED HER 
DISGUSSIGN OF HUMAN RIGHTS WITHIN HER BRBADER PROPOSAL TB OFFER 
VOTERS “JHTEGRATEO SECURITY.” UNDER THE RUSRIC OF “INTEGRATED 
SEGUHITYs” SAEZ BECLAREB THAT SHE WOULD STRIVE TO SECURE ” 
VENEZUELAMS HOF ONLY FROM THE VAGARJES OF ENDENIC VEOQLENT CRINE, 
BUT WOULD ALSO WORK TQ “GUARANTEE PEACE AND DEMOCRACY FOR ALL” SY: 
UMPROVING ACCESS TD HEALTH-GAHE ENSURING QUICK JUSTICE IN CASES oF 
ENPUNT TH) PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMERTs AND CARING FOR TRE LESS 


FORTUHATE OR ABLE -- YONEMs CHILDREN, INOIGENOUS PEOPLES. THE POOR. 
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POVERTY BY FIGHTING "INFLATION WHILE SAFEGUARDING JOBS". AND 
BOOSTING ECONOMIC GRBWTHs PROWOLING EDUCATIDNAL EXCELLENCE. SEEKING 
HEALTH FOR ALL CITIZENS, FIGHTENC CRIME. AND PURSUING & GOVERNKENT 
THAT SERVES ITS CITIZENS. SAEZ’S PLAN FOR CRILOREN’S RIGHTS WERE 
AMONG THE MBST EXTENSIVE OF THE CONFERENCE. SHE EMPHASIZED THE 
HEED FOR AW EQUCATION SYSTEM ENCOMPASSING MUTRITION PROGRAMS. 
SPORTS» HEAL TH-CARE» AND TRAINIHG SPECIFICALLY DES#GHEO T9 NEET 
DIVERSE DEMDGRAPHIC NEEQS. 


J. WHILE MOST OF SAE2’S PRESENTATION WAS SHORT OR DETAILS) ON 
EDUCATION SHE DID. FOR EXAMPLE. STATE THAT SNE PLANS Tg ALLOCATE ?:: 
OF GOP TO EBUCATION> TO FNCREASE TRE NUMBER OF SCHOOL DAYS AND 
INCDRPORATE WUHAN RIGHTS EOUCATION IHTB THE CURRIGULUH. ASKED IF 
SHE WOULD RENEGDTIATE FBREIGN DEBT TO FREE RESOURCES TB ANE tORATE 
VENEZUELA’S HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION, SAEZ GAUTIDUSLY RESPDNOED THAT 
RENEGOTIATIBN OF THIS DEBT IS IMPORTANT. BUT CHOSE 10 EMPHASIZE 
EFFORTS TB FURTHER BIVERSIFY TNE ECONOMY. AWO TO DECENTRALIZE AND 
“DECONGEST” THE BUREAUCRACY TB MORE EFFECTIVELY OISTRIBUTE CURRENT 
GBV RESOURCES. IN CONTRAST 10 OTHER CANDIDATES. SAEZ DECLARED THAT 
HER GOVERNMENT WItL PROVIDE PUBL )C FINANCIAL SUPPORT 7B NGB’S. SKE 
BELIEVES THE GDV MUST WORK ALONGSIDE XCO’S 70 COMBAT HUNAN RIGHTS 
VIDLATIONS, AND COMMITTEB HERSELF TO WORKING CLOSELY WITH NGO’S 
THROUGHOUT HER ADMINISTRATION. 


4. SAEZ EXPRESSEO STRONG SUPPORT FOR JUDICIAL REFORM. SKE PLANS 
VO CORTIMUE TO DEGEHTRALIZE THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM. AND VIEWS THIS. IW 
PARTs AS A WAY TO BREAK ALLIANCES BETWEEN JUBCES AND POLITIGAL 
PARTIES. TAKING A PAGE FROM U.S. PRACTICE, SAEZ PROPOSED 
SUBJECTING HER JUDICTAL WOMIWATIONS TO CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS THAT 


WOULO BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. SAEZ ALSB WISHES TB STRENGTHEN THE 
INGEPEMDENCE ANO AUTBNONY OF TRE SUPREME GBURTs AND WILL SEEK WAYS 
TO OPEN THE NOMINATION AND CONTIRMAIION PROCESS CASTING LIGHT OW 
WHAT 1S NOW AN OPAQUE. PARTY-DRIVEN SYSTEM. 


5. WITH RESPEGT TO PRISBH REFORM, SAEZ ANNOUNCED THAT SHE WOULO 
MERGE THE MIRISTRIES OF JUSTIGE AND FNTERIOR WHILE SPIHNONG DFF 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR PRISONS TO A NEW INDEPENDENT. AUTONOMOUS AGENCY. 
THE NEW HINISTRY, MEANWHILE WOULD FOCUS OM “PREVENTIVE SECURITY. 
RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS WHETHER OR NOT SHE WOULD PRIVATIZE PRISONS. 
WERE VAGUE, BUT SHE O10 NOT HULE GUT THE POSSIBILITY. SAEZ ALSO 
DECLARED TRAT SHE WOULO SEPARATE PRISONERS AWAITING ERIAL FROM 
TROSE WHO ARE ALREADY CONVICTED, AND JADICATEO THAT SHE WOULD 
ESTABLISH HINTMUM) MEDIUM) AND MAXIMUM SECURITY PRISONS. 
ADUOCATING TRAINING AND WORK PROGRAMS WITHIW THE PRISONS, SAEZ SAID 
THAT THE PRISONS NEED TO SERVE A PRODUCTIVE PURPBSE AND TD PREPARE 
PRISONERS FOR LIFE AFTER PRISOH. 
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5. APERFURA PARTY PRESIBENTFAL CANDIDATE MIGUEL RBORIGUEZ SEES 


VENEZUELA'S HUNAN RIGHTS PROGRESS AS DEPENDENT UPON “ACCELERATEB 
AND SUSTAINED” ECONOMIC BEVEL OPHENT. NE 1S COUNTING ON VENEZUELA'S 
NATURAL RESOURCES 10 PROVIOE THIS ECONOMIC GROWTH. HIS FOEAL For 
THE CBUNTRY WOULD BE A MIDDLE CLASS POPULATION EDUCATED FOR WORK AS 
WELL AS IN CULTURE, ART ANO SPORT. THIS ECONOMIST» AMD ARCHITECT 
OF PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ’S (CAP’S) ECOHOMIE PROGRAM. 


ESSEMTIALLY ARGUES THAT A RISING TIBE WHEL LIFT ALt BOATS -- THAT 
A VIBRANT GROWING ECONOMY WILL PROVIDE THE RESOURCES TO ADDRESS 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND OTRER PROBLEMS. FNDEED+ RODRIGUEZ APPEARS Tg 
BELIEVE THAT MOST OF VENEZUELA'S AUHAR RECHTS DIFFICULTIES WOULD 
SIMPLY DISAPPEAR If THE ECONOMIC SITUATION WERE BETTER, 


AND THE RANDICAPPED. TE eS ee FEY og stato GONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY TO 1HE RESCUE 
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7, GREETING HIS "FRIENDS IN THE FIGHT (COMPANEROS EN LA tUCHAD." 
FORMER COUP LEADER HUGO CHAVEZ RECALLED THE LAST TIME HE WAS IR THE 
AUDIYORIUN AT THE ATENEO WHERE THE CONFERENCE WAS HELD -- MARCH 25. 
1994, THE DAY RE WAS RELEASED FROM PRISON, CHAVEZ IS THE 
PRESTOENTIAL CANDIDATE OF: THE FIFTH REPUBLIC MOVEMENT (AUR). THE 
HOMELAND FOR ALL (PPT) PARTY AND THE HOVENENT [OWARDS SOCIAL ISH 
(HAS) PARTY. CHAVEZ CREDITED HVRAN RICHTS ORGANIZATIONS WITH 
PROTECTING HIS LIFE AFTER HIS COUP ATTEMPT WAS THWARTED. NE SAID 
THAT, WHILE RUMORS FLEW THE DAY AFTER THE ATTEMPT THAT CHAVEZ HAD 
COMMITTED SUICIDE> ¥¥ WAS HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS THAT RALLIED THE 
PEOPLE TO PROTECT HIN.  CRAUEZ COMMENTED THAT HE HAD BEEN 
INVOLVEO IN THE RUMAN RIGHTS “SOCIAL FIGHI“ FOR YEARS. iN SHORT. 
CHAVEZ VIEWS HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS AS HiS NATURAL ALLIES. 


8. TURNING TO THE PRESENT, CHAVEZ DECLARED THAT HE BELIEVES THAT 
iN THIS MODERN AGE THAT THE RIGHTS AHD WELL-BEING OF PEOPLE HAVE 
BEEN “RELEGATED TO LAST PLACE” AMIDST TECHNOLOGICAL ADVAHCES AND 
MACROECONOHIC CONSIDERATIONS.  GHAVEZ SAID» "MAN NEEDS TO BE THE 
CENTER OF ALL POLITICAL, SOGIALs AHD ECONOMIC ACTIVITY.” DEGLARING 
HAMSELF TO BE HETTWER OF “THE EXTREME LEFT NOR RICKT.” CHAVEZ 
STATED THAT HIS MOVEMENT 1S “HUMANIST.” PROCLAINING THAT HIS 


MOVEMENT CALLS FOR AN "INTEGRATED VISION TO FULFILL TRE EXISTENCE 
OF HANy” CHAVEZ EXPLATWED THAT HE REJECTS HOBBES’ STATEMENT THAT 
"MAN IS THE COW OF MAN.” ACCEPTS NIETZSCHE'S BELIEF THAT MAH IS 
THE BRIDGE BETWEEN NAN ANB THE SUPERMAR, AND STRIVES FOR JESUS 
CHRIST'S COAL THAF "HAN IS THE ALPHA AND THE GNEGA. ° 


9. CHAVEZ OFFERED THIS AS A PRELUDE TO HIS ASSERTION THAT “THE 
STATE iN VENEZUELA HAS EXRAUSTED ITSELF.” ACCORDING TD CHAVEZ, 
VENEZUELA’S DEMOCRATIC MODEL: BASED UPON THE “PUNTO FIJO” PACT HAS 
RUN (TS COURSE. QUOTING ROUSSEAU, GHAVE? SAID THAT THE GOVERNHENT 
HAS BROKEH $75 SOGHAL GONTRACT WITH SOCIETY: AND THAT SOCIAL 
EXISTENCE HAS DEEN REOUCED [0 A OARWINISTIC MAN-10-MAN FIGHT. 

(YES: HE QUOTED DARWIN TOO.) “HODODY 1S GOING TO MANIPOLATE OR 
TRICK HE -- THIS JS NOT A DEMOCRACY, THIS 1S A MASK TRAT HIDES 
HIDEQUS [WON-DEMOCRATIC] THINGS.” DECLARED CHAVEZ. 


18. TD DELIVER VENEZVELA FROM ITS TRIALS ARO TRIBULATIONS AND TO 
RESTORE RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, CHAVEZ PROPOSES HOLDING A 
REFERENDUM ON THE QUESTIDN OF CREATING A “CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
(CORSEHTUEHTE).“ JF APPROVED: THE FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THIS 
ASSEMBLY WOULD BE TO BISMANTLE CONGRESS. ACCORDING 1D CHAVEZ, ONLY 
SUCH A DRAMATIC REFORM CAN RESTORE GREOIBILITY IN THE STATE: AHD 
RESPECT FOR (7S LEAOERS AND LAWS. OUT OF THIS CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
WILL EMERGE A NEW “SOCTAL CONTRACT” THAT WILL ESTABLISH A “HUMANIST 


DEMOCRACY. " 


J). UK A BRIEF MENTION OF ERTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, CHAVEZ SAID, 
“THANK GOD THIS 1S A MVLTIPOLAR WORLD." CHAVEZ OPINED THAT ONCE 
VENEZUELA HAS REHEWED ITSELF THROUGH TRE CLEANSING PROCESS OF THE 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, VENEZUELA WILL ONCE AGAIN ESTABLISK ITSELF AS 
AN IMPORTANT POLE OF POWER JH THE WORLD: AND WiLL PROJECT J TSELF ON 


TO THE WORLD STAGE. 


12, THOUGH CHAVEZ ECHOED OTHER CAHOIDATES’ CONCERK FOR THE KEED 
FOR JUDICIAL REEDRM: PRISON REFORM, AND GREATER PROTECTION OF  - 
“CHILDREN’S RIGHTS, CHAVEZ OFFERED NO TRUE STRUCTURE OR PLAN TO 
ADDRESS THESE (SSUES. CHAVEZ SIMPLY RESPONDED THAT OURIHG HIS 
” CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY REPRESENTATIVES FROM ALL WALKS OF VENEZUELAN 
LIFE WiLt HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THEIR EXPERIENCES AND 10 
PRESENT PROPOSALS FOR CHAHGE. HE STATED WITHOUT ELABORATION, THAT 
HE PLANS TO IRITIAJE A BASIC HEALTH-CARE SYSTEM FOR ALL CITIZENS. 
HE BRIEFLY MENTIONED THAT REOROERING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM WOULD 
. REQUIRE AN INCREASE IN EXPENDITURES, BUT OFFEREG NO EXPECTED FIC- . 
URES. CHAVEZ ALSO EXPRESSED INTEREST {H ABOLISHIRC HUNICIPAL 
POLICE SCHOOLS IN ORDER 70 CENTRALIZE THE POLICE TORCE. THIS: HE 


“AND REJECTS STATISM AND SOC1AL ISH. 
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PREDICTS, WOULD OFFER CITIZENS UNIFORM GUARANTEES OF PROTECTION, AS 
OPPOSED 10 VARIATIONS ACROSS MUNICIPALITIES. SUCH UHIFORHIIY 
FOLLOWS HIS THEME OF EQUALITY FOR AlL CITIZENS WITHOUT DISCRINI- 


NATION. 


13. CHAVEZ VILLINGLY ENGAGED IN OPER DIALOGUE WITH 7HE NGO’S 
PRESEHI AND PROPOSED A FUTURE GIALOGUE SESSION WITH THOSE INTEREST- 
ED. HE ATTEMPTED TO PORTRAY NIMSELF AS: A MODERATEs POPULIST 
SUPPORTER OF LIBERAL DEMOCRACY FOUNDED ON THE THEORETICAL BASIS OF 
A SOCIAL CONTRACT. HE FAILED 10 BETAIL HIS PLANS FOR ADDRESSING 
HUNAN RIGHTS, AND PREFERRED INSTEAD TO TAKE ON BOARD MOST QUESTIONS 
FOR ANALYSIS AND RESPONSE AT A LATER DATE. INDEED, CHAVEZ NENT 10 
GREAT LENCTHS TO OEMONSTRATE THAT HE DOES HOT HAVE ALL THE ANSWERS, 
AHD THAT HE IS STILL IN THE PROCESS OF LEARNING. CHAVEZ USEO THE 
CONFERENCE AS AW OPPORTUNITY TO SOLICIT THE SUPPORT AND INVOLVEMENT 


OF HCO"S JN THE DEVELOPMENT OF HIS CAMPATEN AND TO SECURE SUPPORT 
FOR THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. HE AGREES WITH THE HGO’S THAT 
PROBLEMS EXIST, BUT BELIEVES THE SOLUTION WILL MYSTIGALLY EMERGE 
FROM THE GONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY: NOT FROM A CAREFULLY PLANNED POLICY 
AND EXECUTIVE APPARATUS. 


14. THE CONFEREHCE ALLOCATED AN EXTRA HOUR TO GHAVEZ’S QUESTION- 
ANSWER PERIOD TO PERMIT REPRESENTATIVES OF EAGH HUNAN RIGHTS GROUP 
IH ATTENDANCE TO APPROACH THE STAGE TO EXPLAIN THE LEADIWC CONCERNS 
THAT EACH GROUP HAS WITH CHAVEZ'S PROGRAM. MHICE THIS ADBITIONAL 
FACE-TD-FACE ENCOUNTER DETWEEN THE KUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS AND 
CHAVEZ RIGHLIGHTS THE FUNDAMERTAL CONCERNS MANY OF THESE WGO’S HAVE 
WITH CHAVEZ: {7 ALSO REVEALED THAT CHAVEZ HAS SUPPORT AMONG LESSER 
KNOWN: GRASSROOTS: AND FRINGE HUMAN RIGHTS NGO’S. THOUGR WCO’S 
APPEARED EXCITED DY THIS OPPORTUNITY: THEIR QUESTIONS APPEARED 
INHIBITED. FEW VENTURED TO ASK THE UNBERLYING QUESTIONS THAT NGO'S 
SURELY HOLD REGARDING CHAVEZ AS AN INDIVIDUALS MOST QUESTIONS GOULD” 
HAVE BEEN DIRECTED TO ANY CANDIDATE. GIVEN CHAVE?’S MILITARY 
CAREER AHD ATTEMPFED COUP ATTEMPT: ONE NGO MEMBER EXPRESSED THE 
CONCERN THAT CWAVEZ’S GOVERNMENT WOULD BE AUTOCRATIC, CHAVEZ 
REPLIED THAT ONE NEEDS TD LOOK AT THE TYPE OF MILITARY OFFICER 
CHAVEZ WAS -- AH OFFICER WHO WAS SUPREMELY CONCERNED WITH THE WELL- 
BEING OF HiS 7ROOPS AND OF THE PRIVATE GITIZER. WHILE ONE WOULD 
COULO ARGUE THAT THE RECORD OF A FORMER COUP LEADER SPEAKS FOR 
(ISELF ON THE MATIER OF WHETHER OR NOT HIS GOVERNNERT WILL BE 
AUTOCRATIC. CHAVEZ DOES NOT CONSIDER HIMSELF 10 BE A COUP LEADER, 
DEFLEGTING ATTENTION FROM THE COUP ATTEMPT, CHAVEZ ASSERTED THAT IT 


IS MORE IMPORTANT TO RENEMBER WHAT HE REVOLTED AGAINST -- A 
CORRUPT: DAHKRUPT DEMOCRACY THAT HAD BROKEN ITS SOCIAL CONTRACT 


WITH SOCIETY. 
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15. REPRESENTING HENRIQUE SALAS ROMER, ENRIQUE OCHOA ANTICH 
ASSERTED THAT “ONLY A SOCIETY THAT CAN CREATE WEALTH CAN ESTABL | SH 
RESPECT FOR HUMAH RIGHTS." PLAGIHG HES FAITH tN THE HEOLIBERAL 
ECONONIC POLICIES» OCHOA DECLARED THAT SALAS STANDS FOR “OPENING 
{APERTURAD” AND "MARKET REFORM,” SEEKS TD ENGAGE “GLOBALIZATION. * 
THOUGH CLEARLY A CHAMPIDK OF 
PRIVATE iHITCATIVE AND ENTREPREAEURTAL EFFORT, OGHOA NONETHELESS 
SAIDe “THE STATE HAS AN OBLIGATION TO RESERVE FUNDS ANO RESOURCES 
FOR THE HUHAN RIGHTS) CAUSE.” BUILDING UPON THIS GLOBALIZATION 
THEME» OCHOA STATED THAT VEWEZUELA NEEDS 70 RESPOND To 
TRTERHATIONAL REPORTS ON HUMAN RICKTS IN VENEZUELA. ACCORDING 10 
OGNOR. SALAS WILL SEEX TO ESTABLISR A. WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH 
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ENTERRATIONAL WUMAH RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS HUMAN RIGHTS 

WATCH. AND AMNESTY THTERRATIONAL. OH THE ISSUE OF PRISON REFORM, 
OCHOA INBICATEO THAT SALAS PROPOSES PRIVATIZING THE PRISON SYSTEM 

“TO EFFECTIVELY EXPLOIT OPPORTUNITIES AKO TO HARNESS THE POTENTIAL 

OF ENTREPREHEURS” 70 RENEBY THIS COMPLEX PROBLEN. 


16. DEMOCRATIC ACTION (AD) PRESIDENTIAL CAHDIDATE ALFARO UCERO WAS 


REPRESENTE® BY AD CONGRESSIONAL DEPUTY PAULIKA GANUS. IT WAS OFTEH 
UNCLEAR: UNFORTUNATEL Ys WHETHER GAHUS WAS SPEAKING STRICTLY ON 
ALFARO’S» NER OWN» OR THEIR PARTY'S BEKALF. THE PRESS CRIT#CIZED 
HER PRESENTATION AND DIALOGUE AS NON-SUBSTAHTIVE. LEAVIHG HANY 


HGO'S QUESTIONS UNANSWERED. 


17, THOUGH GAHUS EXPRESSED A HEEO FOR NUMAN RIGHTS REFORM SHE 
FAILED 10 MENTION SPECIFIC REFORMS ALFARO WOULD JMPLENENT. 
ACKNOWEBCING THE CRITICAL SJTUATION 4H VENEZUELA'S BEPLORABLE 
PRISONS, GAMUS ASSERTED THAT MEANINGFUL ANSWERS WOULB DE FOUND ONCE 
GOVERHORS ANO MAYBRS TOOK AN ACTIVE ROLE. SHE PREBICTES THAT 


ALFARD’S GOVERNMENT WOULD PURSUE PRISON PRIVATIZATION. GAMUS 
ACREED WITH THE IMPORTANCE OF JUDIGIAL REFORM. BUT DLAMED JUBCES’ 
FINANCIAL CBNNECTIONS TO LAW FIRMS RATHER THAN TO POLITICAL PARTIES 
AS THE SOURCE OF JUBICHAL CORRUPTION. KER APPROACH 10 GHILBREX’S 
RIGHTS WAS CONSERVATIVE. GAHUS [S$ A PROPONENT OF FAMILY 
RESTRUCTURING AS A MAIN FACTOR IN ABVANCING CHILDREN’S RIGHTS. SHE 
STATED A NEED FOR FNVESTHEHT TH EDUCATIGN WHILE AT THE SAME TIME 
IMPROVING THE QUALITY BF TEACHING IN ORDER 70 INCREASE SOCIAL 


COWSCIOUSHESS AT AN EARLY AGE. 


18. THES CONFERENCE WAS IMPORTAHT FOR THREE REASONS. FIRST, IT 
DEMONSTRATED THAT NGO’S ARE ALIVEs IF STRUGGLING. (N VEBEZUELA, 
NGO DEVELOPMENT IN VENEZUELA KAS BEEN GRADUAL» BYT 3S VITAL FBR THE 
STRENGTHENING OF VENEZUELAN DEMOCRACY AND SBCIETY. SEGOND, THE 


CONFERENCE DEMONSTRATEB THE AUDIENCE PARTICIPANTS’ COMMITMENT 10 
HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRESS IN VENEZUELA. SUCH RESOLVE IS ESSENTIAL 10 
RAISE THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF HUMAH RIGHTS SSUES BOTH WITHIN THE 
VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT ANO SOCIETY AT LARGE. FINALLY: AND MOST 
(MPORTAHTLY, THE CONFERENGE TOOK ANOTHER STEP TOWARD IMPROVING, 
FORMALTZING: AND BEEPERING BiALOGUE BETWEEN NCO'S AND UEREZUEL AN 
GOVERNMENT. CREATING SUCH DIALOGUE HAS BEEN A SLOW AND ACRIMONIOUS 
PROCESS. IF HAS REQUIRES BREAKING DOWN SUSPICIONS AND ANIMOSITIES 
BETWEEN NGO’S, THE GOVERNMENT. AMD POLITICAL PARTIES. THE RESULT 
HAS BEEN NASCENT COOPERATION OX HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES, AWB THE 
STRERGTHENIHG OF CIVIL SOGIETY ORGARIZATIONS ESSENTIAL TO THE 
EFFEGTIVE FUNCTIONTKE OF REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRAGY. 


MAISTO 


UNCLASSIFIED 
UNCLASSIFIED@ = _ 


[NEOMING 


